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Pretty Modern is a riveting account of Brazil’s emergence as a global leader in plastic surgery. Intrigued by a
Carnaval parade that mysteriously paid homage to a Rio de Janeiro plastic surgeon, anthropologist Alexander
Edmonds conducted research that took him from Ipanema socialite circles to glitzy telenovela studios to the
packed waiting rooms of public hospitals offering free cosmetic surgery. The result is provocative
exploration of the erotic, commercial, and intimate aspects of beauty in a nation with extremes of wealth and
poverty and a reputation for natural sensuality. Drawing on conversations with maids and their elite
mistresses, divorced housewives, black celebrities, and favela residents aspiring to be fashion models,
Edmonds analyzes what sexual desirability means and does for women in different social positions. He
argues that beauty is a distinct realm of modern experience that does not simply reflect other inequalities. It
mimics the ambiguous emancipatory potential of capital, challenging traditional hierarchies while luring
consumers into a sexual culture that reduces the body to the brute biological criteria of attractiveness.
Illustrated with color photographs, Pretty Modern offers a fresh theoretical perspective on the significance of
female beauty in consumer capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

The book Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Pretty
Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

George Harvey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Pretty Modern: Beauty,
Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Whitney Martinez:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and
Plastic Surgery in Brazil book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Coles:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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