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During his lifetime John Coltrane, through music, moved many people to more meaningful lives. Coltrane: A
Biography captures the feeling and facts of Coltrane's life and music. It places Coltrane's creative efforts
wthin the tumultuous socio-economic and cultural context that spanned his lifetime. Coltrane: A Biography
employs an experimental writing style that for many readers exemplifies Coltrane's music. Commenting on
this style, a reviewer for Cadence Magazine wrote, "Parts of the book move along, gathering momentum,
exploding much in the manner of a Coltrane solo." Further commentary on the writing of Coltrane: A
Biography was made by Baltimore poet Barbara DeCesare in an interview given to the Anti - Man Press,
"There's a biography of John Coltrane written by C.O. Simpkins, where the narrative is very poetic. It almost
seems to emulate Coltrane's music in it's rhythm, tone and phrasing. He takes a lot of liberty with standard
narrative form, and I think what makes the book so satisfying is those elements of poetry present in the
storytelling.”

In many instances within the book direct recorded quotes from interviewees are woven into the narrative
because the goal is to enable the reader to know Coltrane on both an intellectual and emotional level.
Coltrane: A Biography is written in a variety of styles in order to uncompromisingly transmit the complex
creative force of the man and his time.

Several writers have noted the link between Coltrane's music and the time in which he lived such as
reviewer, David Feld of the Berkley Barb who wrote, "Simpkins never demeans his subject by simplifying or
pigeon-holing Coltrane’s work, Rather, he lets the facts and compositions speak for themselves; through the
medium of his writing, he allows us to get close to Trane. Because Simpkins respects as well as loves
Coltrane, he insists on our seeing the man as he was.

This respect manifests itself in a number of ways. Most importantly, it has enabled Simpkins to portray
Coltrane as a figure in history. “His story begins with his ancestors,” the author says, and this view pervades
the book. We are always made to see the political and cultural context in which Trane lived. Blues, religion,
black power, Africa---all of these elements of Coltrane’s life and Simpkins’ biography.

In reading it one not only learns about Trane, but senses what it was like to hear him, to be alive with him."
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From reader reviews:

Mary Diaz:

The book Coltrane: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Coltrane: A Biography? Some of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Coltrane: A Biography has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Carey Gilliam:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Coltrane: A Biography
book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Florinda Redfern:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Coltrane: A Biography, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Eric Valentine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Coltrane: A Biography.
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