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Wayne Koestenbaum returns with a zesty and hyper-literate collection of personal and critical essays

Wayne Koestenbaum has been described as "an impossible lovechild from a late-night, drunken three-way
between Joan Didion, Roland Barthes, and Susan Sontag" (Bidoun). In My 1980s and Other Essays, a
collection of extravagant range and style, he rises to the challenge of that improbable description.
My 1980s and Other Essays opens with a series of manifestos—or, perhaps more appropriately, a series of
impassioned disclosures, intellectual and personal. It then proceeds to wrestle with a series of major cultural
figures, the author's own lodestars and lodestones: literary (John Ashbery, Roberto Bolaño, James Schuyler),
artistic (Diane Arbus, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol), and simply iconic (Brigitte Bardot, Cary Grant, Lana
Turner). And then there is the personal—the voice, the style, the flair—that is unquestionably Koestenbaum.
It amounts to a kind of intellectual autobiography that culminates in a string of passionate calls to creativity;
arguments in favor of detail and nuance, and attention; a defense of pleasure, hunger, and desire in culture
and experience.
Koestenbaum is perched on the cusp of being a true public intellectual—his venues are more mainstream
than academic, his style is eye-catching, his prose unfailingly witty and passionate, his interests profoundly
wide-ranging and popular. My 1980s should be the book that pushes Koestenbaum off that cusp and truly
into the public eye.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called My
1980s and Other Essays? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Elaine Roberts:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This My 1980s and Other Essays is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Julie Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. My 1980s and Other Essays can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Jose Weitzman:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book My 1980s and Other Essays to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication My 1980s and Other Essays can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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