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A democracy falters when most of its citizens are uninformed or misinformed, when misinformation affects
political decisions and actions, or when political actors foment misinformation—the state of affairs the
United States faces today, as this timely book makes painfully clear. In Do Facts Matter? Jennifer L.
Hochschild and Katherine Levine Einstein start with Thomas Jefferson’s ideal citizen, who knows and uses
correct information to make policy or political choices. What, then, the authors ask, are the consequences if
citizens are informed but do not act on their knowledge? More serious, what if they do act, but on incorrect
information?

Analyzing the use, nonuse, and misuse of facts in various cases—such as the call to impeach Bill Clinton, the
response to global warming, Clarence Thomas’s appointment to the Supreme Court, the case for invading
Iraq, beliefs about Barack Obama’s birthplace and religion, and the Affordable Care Act—Hochschild and
Einstein argue persuasively that errors of commission (that is, acting on falsehoods) are even more
troublesome than errors of omission. While citizens’ inability or unwillingness to use the facts they know in
their political decision making may be frustrating, their acquisition and use of incorrect “knowledge” pose a
far greater threat to a democratic political system.

Do Facts Matter? looks beyond individual citizens to the role that political elites play in informing,
misinforming, and encouraging or discouraging the use of accurate or mistaken information or beliefs.
Hochschild and Einstein show that if a well-informed electorate remains a crucial component of a successful
democracy, the deliberate concealment of political facts poses its greatest threat.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Ann Lemieux:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Celina Ziolkowski:

The book untitled Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J.
Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Nicole Williams:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) is simple to
bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this



book.
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