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Ranked alongside Ingres by Baudelaire as the finest draughtsman in Paris and matched as a political
caricaturist in the nineteenth century only by Goya, Honoré Daumier worked for opposition newspapers
throughout the Second Empire, one of the most corrupt and flamboyant periods in French history. He won
fame, notoriety, and so a prison sentence, for his prodigious output of caricatures of prominent politicians
and his relentless lampooning of the hypocrisy and pretentions of contemporary Parisian moeurs.

Sarah Symmons both examines Daumier’s role as a professional newspaper artist and explores his more
personal body of work, which remained largely unknown during his lifetime. Investigating his series of
watercolours and oils of the ordinary citizens of Paris, of the railway travellers, mounte-banks and
washerwomen who also people his caricatures, she finds a tragic monumentality far removed from the
journalistic cynicism of much of his newspaper work. This quality they share with his more ambitious
studies of the dispossessed, of fugitives and emigrants, and of the heroically absurd wanderings of Don
Quixote.

Often choosing to paint the simple everyday life he saw around him, Daumier was a model example of le
peintre de la vie moderne, while his use of pictorial understatement and his painstaking search for absolute
simplicity gave many of his pictures an experimental, ‘unfinished’ quality, which discouraged official
recognition, but led to such artists as Picasso, Steinlen and Paul Klee to study his work closely during their
formative years. Sarah Symmons has produced a comprehensive analysis of Daumier’s career as a painter,
sculptor and caricaturist, documenting his striving for the stark and truthful simplicity which gives his finest
work an air of universality and permanence, while reflecting the anxieties and insecurity of his own life and
times.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to
stay than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that Daumier book as basic
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ashley Paul:

Here thing why this particular Daumier are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. Daumier giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Daumier. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Daumier in e-book can be your alternative.

Louis Chavez:

The experience that you get from Daumier is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Daumier giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Daumier instantly.

Aurora Ammon:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Daumier we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with that book Daumier. You can more desirable than now.
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