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OBEYD ZAKANI: THE DERVISH JOKER. A Selection of his Poetry, Prose, Satire, Jokes and Ribaldry.
Translation and Introduction by Paul Smith Obeyd Zakani is an important a figure in Persian and Sufi
literature and poetry. His satire, humorous stories, ribald and obscene poems, social commentary, mystical
ghazals, prose, ruba’is and his famous epic qasida ‘Mouse & Cat’ are popular today and are more relevant
than ever. He is considered to be one of the world’s greatest satirist and social-commentator whose life and
mystical poems had a great influence on his student and friend Hafiz and many others. This is the largest
selection of his works available in English. The correct rhyme-structure has been kept as well as the beauty
and meaning of these sometimes rude and mystical poems and prose. 301 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL
SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the
ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss
the fingertips that wrote such a masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all and I will lay down my head at his
feet out of respect.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99%
Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in English into Persian
and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “I was very impressed with the beauty of these books.” Dr. R.K.
Barz. Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University. “Smith has probably put together the greatest
collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author of poems
inspired by Hafiz). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of over 80 books of Sufi poets of the Persian,
Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i,
Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre and
many others, as well as poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Dauphin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Obeyd Zakani: The Dervish Joker: A Selection of his Poetry, Prose,
Satire, Jokes and Ribaldry..

Michael Walsh:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Obeyd Zakani: The Dervish Joker:
A Selection of his Poetry, Prose, Satire, Jokes and Ribaldry. that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Obeyd
Zakani: The Dervish Joker: A Selection of his Poetry, Prose, Satire, Jokes and Ribaldry. become your current
starter.

Brenda Rodriguez:

You can get this Obeyd Zakani: The Dervish Joker: A Selection of his Poetry, Prose, Satire, Jokes and
Ribaldry. by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Robert Lee:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Obeyd Zakani: The Dervish Joker: A Selection of his Poetry, Prose, Satire, Jokes
and Ribaldry. we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person
must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be



doubt to change your life at this time book Obeyd Zakani: The Dervish Joker: A Selection of his Poetry,
Prose, Satire, Jokes and Ribaldry.. You can more inviting than now.
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