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Life lines: The 80s art star who put poverty, power, and racism on the wall
 
An icon of 1980s New York, Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960–1988) first made his name under the graffiti tag
"SAMO", before establishing his studio practice and catapulting to fast fame at the age of 20. Although his
career lasted barely a decade, he remains a cult figure of artistic social commentary, and a trailblazer in the
mediation of graffiti and gallery art.

Basquiat's work drew upon diverse sources and media to create an original and urgent artistic vocabulary,
biting with critique against structures of power and racism. His practice merged abstraction and figuration,
poetry and painting, while his influences spanned Greek, Roman, and African art, French poetry,
jazz, and the work of artistic contemporaries such as Andy Warhol and Cy Twombly. The results are vivid,
visceral mixtures of words, African emblems, cartoonish figures, daubs of bold color, and beyond.

This book presents Basquiat’s short but prolific career, his unique style, and his profound engagement with
ever-relevant issues of integration and segregation, poverty and wealth.
 
About the Series:
Each book in TASCHEN’s Basic Art series features:

a detailed chronological summary of the life and oeuvre of the artist, covering his or her cultural and●

historical importance
a concise biography●

approximately 100 illustrations with explanatory captions●
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Basquiat can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jasmine Myers:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Basquiat why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Marie Clemmer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Basquiat was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Rick Fairchild:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Basquiat can make you sense
more interested to read.
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