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While the importance of writing has often been recognized, the role of books and especially that of libraries
has just as often been slighted. Knowledge, once generated, has to be communicated, preserved, and
accessible. Books in their varying formats—from clay tablets to scrolls and manuscripts to pixels—have
been instrumental in spreading knowledge, although relatively little attention has been given to the story of
books themselves.

A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes traces the roles of books and libraries
throughout recorded history and explores their social and cultural importance within differing societies and
changing times. It presents the history of books from clay tablets to e-books and the history of libraries,
whether built of bricks or bytes. Following an introduction that sets the theoretical basis for the historical
importance of books and libraries, chapters alternate between the history of the book and the history of
libraries. Included within the chapters are short excursions on some particular development, such as book
emblems or cataloging. Case studies are given as thematic illustrations of libraries everywhere.

Patrick M. Valentine argues that social and cultural forces have been more influential in determining the
nature and status of information, books, and libraries than has technology. But A Social History of Books and
Libraries is far from a jeremiad against technology; rather it presents history within the subtle yet shifting
context of time and place. Although written primarily for librarians and library students, it will also be of
interest to a wider audience of scholars and those interested in books, libraries, and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This A Social History of Books and Libraries
from Cuneiform to Bytes is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bonnie Fernandez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Social History of Books
and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Mary May:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Social History of Books and Libraries from
Cuneiform to Bytes can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have A Social History of
Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes.

Dennis Winters:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and A Social History of Books and Libraries from
Cuneiform to Bytes or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes A Social History of Books and Libraries from Cuneiform to Bytes to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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