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The years 1880 to 1930 mark the period in time in Texas' coal mining history known as the handloading era,
during which the system of mining for coal by hand was both established and eliminated, giving way to a
new era of advancing technologies and methods used in mines on both sides of the Texas-Mexico border.
The contributions of the large immigrant population who worked the mines, however, have long been
overlooked by historians.

Departing from the standard studies of Texas or Mexican mining which remain lodged within the nation-
state, in Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-1930, Roberto Calderón presents a
transnational comparative framework for understanding the complex matrix of mining, investment capital,
labor markets, railroad construction, and racial ideology in Texas and Coahuila, Mexico, during a period of
economic growth and social disruption on both sides of the border. Placing industry within the political
economy of both Mexico and the western United States, he presents an intriguing discussion of the
establishment of the mines, the industrial and urban markets, and the life and work of workers and their
response to changing conditions. With detailed research, he paints a vivid portrait of the industry at the time
unlike any existing history. In so doing, Calderón revises the view that Mexican workers were careless and
difficult to work with and documents their struggle for recognition and union organization.

Using a rich array of archival, statistical, government, and periodical material, as well as personal accounts
from those who lived the experience, Calderón brings a new approach to a subject usually only studied in
terms of its geology. He also provides a specific demographic analysis of two important Texas border
countries in coal production, Webb and Maverick, examining the influence of the immigrant labor
population through such social variables as education, naturalization, literacy, and housing patterns. A final
chapter details the workers' response to unions and the major labor actions that brought about changes in the
general working conditions of the mines.

Mexican Coal Mining Labor is an original contribution to the fields of Chicano and Borderlands history,
Texas history, and labor history.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

The book untitled Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-1930 (Rio Grande/Río Bravo:
Borderlands Culture and Traditions) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Margaret Burton:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Mexican Coal Mining Labor in
Texas and Coahuila, 1880-1930 (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) is simple to
bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rose Buck:

This Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-1930 (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands
Culture and Traditions) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-1930 (Rio
Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Willie Briggs:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-
1930 (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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