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In Closer, Susan Kozel draws on live performance practice, digital technologies, and the philosophical
approach of phenomenology. Trained in dance and philosophy, Kozel places the human body at the center of
explorations of interactive interfaces, responsive systems, and affective computing, asking what can be
discovered as we become closer to our computers--as they become extensions of our ways of thinking,
moving, and touching.

Performance, Kozel argues, can act as a catalyst for understanding wider social and cultural uses of digital
technology. Taking this one step further, performative acts of sharing the body through our digital devices
foster a collaborative construction of new physical states, levels of conscious awareness, and even ethics. We
reencounter ourselves and others through our interactive computer systems. What we need now are
conceptual and methodological frameworks to reflect this.

Kozel offers a timely reworking of the phenomenology of French philosopher Maurice Merleau-Ponty. This
method, based on a respect for lived experience, begins by listening to the senses and noting insights that
arrive in the midst of dance, or quite simply in the midst of life. The combination of performance and
phenomenology offered by Closer yields entwinements between experience and reflection that shed light on,
problematize, or restructure scholarly approaches to human bodies using digital technologies.

After outlining her approach and methodology and clarifying the key concepts of performance, technologies,
and virtuality, Kozel applies phenomenological method to the experience of designing and performing in a
range of computational systems: telematics, motion capture, responsive architectures, and wearable
computing.

The transformative potential of the alchemy between bodies and technologies is the foundation of Closer.
With careful design, future generations of responsive systems and mobile devices can expand our social,
physical, and emotional exchanges. Susan Kozel is Associate Professor in the School of Interactive Arts and
Technology at Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada.
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From reader reviews:

George Pinard:

The feeling that you get from Closer: Performance, Technologies, Phenomenology (Leonardo Book Series)
is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Closer: Performance, Technologies,
Phenomenology (Leonardo Book Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of
this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this Closer: Performance, Technologies, Phenomenology (Leonardo Book Series) instantly.

Lynette Petree:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is Closer:
Performance, Technologies, Phenomenology (Leonardo Book Series).

Tammie Jackson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Closer: Performance, Technologies,
Phenomenology (Leonardo Book Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Closer: Performance, Technologies, Phenomenology
(Leonardo Book Series) become your own personal starter.

Martha Royal:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually Closer: Performance, Technologies, Phenomenology (Leonardo
Book Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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