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A Quest for Security is the first book-length biography of Samuel Parris, the man who led the 1692 struggle
against the scourge of witchcraft. While an examination of Samuel Parris's actions reveals his crucial part in
the witchcraft crisis, this biography also serves as a reminder of the concern of early Americans to sustain
economic independence for their families. Fully documented with endnotes and featuring a complete
bibliography of primary and secondary works, this volume fills a noticeable gap in the literature on Salem
witchcraft.

The first chapter looks at Samuel Parris's early years. Born in London in 1653, Parris moved with his family
to Barbados in the 1660s where both his uncle and father had prospered as sugar planters. Next, the book
examines his stay in Boston where he met with modest success as a merchant and started a family. The book
then recounts the eight years Parris spent in Salem Village as that divided community's pastor. Beginning
with his call to the clergy, the book examines his life as a Puritan pastor, and then covers the conflict in his
congregation. In the first year of his ministry, a faction had developed that sought to oust Parris by refusing
to pay him. Next the book covers Parris's actions in the spring of 1692 which changed a seemingly ordinary
case of a handful of accusations into a full-scale witchhunt. Convinced that an organized witch cult
threatened his congregation, Parris sought to root out all conspirators. His leadership in the effort led to an
ever increasing escalation of accusations. When the episode finally ended, family members of some of the
twenty executed witches conducted a campaign that ultimately resulted in Parris's removal from the pulpit.
The final chapter looks at Parris's last years, in which he moved from one small Massachusetts community to
another. Parris died in obscurity in 1720. But he achieved his most important goal--that of providing material
security for his children.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Keating:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in
American History).

Adam Cohn:

In other case, little people like to read book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720
(Contributions in American History). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important some sort of book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-
1720 (Contributions in American History). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Judith Bryant:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American
History).

Donald Warren:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American
History) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life with that book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720



(Contributions in American History). You can more pleasing than now.
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