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How is consciousness created? When did it first appear on Earth, and how did it evolve? What constitutes
consciousness, and which animals can be said to be sentient? In this book, Todd Feinberg and Jon Mallatt
draw on recent scientific findings to answer these questions -- and to tackle the most fundamental question
about the nature of consciousness: how does the material brain create subjective experience? After
assembling a list of the biological and neurobiological features that seem responsible for consciousness, and
considering the fossil record of evolution, Feinberg and Mallatt argue that consciousness appeared much
earlier in evolutionary history than is commonly assumed. About 520 to 560 million years ago, they explain,
the great "Cambrian explosion" of animal diversity produced the first complex brains, which were
accompanied by the first appearance of consciousness; simple reflexive behaviors evolved into a unified
inner world of subjective experiences. From this they deduce that all vertebrates are and have always been
conscious -- not just humans and other mammals, but also every fish, reptile, amphibian, and bird.
Considering invertebrates, they find that arthropods (including insects and probably crustaceans) and
cephalopods (including the octopus) meet many of the criteria for consciousness. The obvious and
conventional wisdom--shattering implication is that consciousness evolved simultaneously but independently
in the first vertebrates and possibly arthropods more than half a billion years ago. Combining evolutionary,
neurobiological, and philosophical approaches allows Feinberg and Mallatt to offer an original solution to
the "hard problem" of consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Buffington:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Ancient Origins of Consciousness:
How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or acceptable book with you?

Earl Hess:

This The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This particular The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain
Created Experience (MIT Press) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain
Created Experience (MIT Press) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Ancient
Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) having good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Authement:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain
Created Experience (MIT Press) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Everette Murray:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find



the The Ancient Origins of Consciousness: How the Brain Created Experience (MIT Press) when you
desired it?
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