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In Learning from Language, Walter H. Beale seeks to bring together the disciplines of linguistics, rhetoric,
and literary studies through the concept of symmetry (how words mirror thought, society, and our vision of
the world).

Citing thinkers from antiquity to the present, Beale provides an in-depth study of linguistic theory,
development, and practice. He views the historic division between the schools of symmetry and asymmetry
(a belief that language developed as a structure independent of human experience), as built into the character
of language itself, and as an impediment to literary humanism (the combined study of language, rhetoric, and
literature to improve the competence and character of the individual).

In his analysis, Beale outlines and critiques traditional claims of symmetry, then offers new avenues of
approach to the subject. In doing so, he examines how important issues of human culture and consciousness
have parallels in processes of language; how linguistic patterns relate to pervasive human problems; how
language is an active participant in the expression, performance, and construction of reality; the concepts of
designating versus naming; figurative language as a process of reenvisioning reality; and the linking of style
to virtue by the ancients.

Beale concludes that both asymmetrical and symmetrical elements exist in language, each with their own
relevance, and that they are complementary, rather than opposing philosophies. The basic intuitions of
symmetry that relate language to life are powerful and important to all of English studies. Combined with a
love for the workings, sounds, and structures of language, Beale says, an understanding of symmetry can
help guide the pursuit of literary humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Fernande Hairston:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Learning
from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Brandon Francis:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Alex Estepp:

This Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can
be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Thomas Baier:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy
Culture) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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