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Hailed in The New York Times Book Review as "the doyen of Middle Eastern studies," Bernard Lewis has
been for half a century one of the West's foremost scholars of Islamic history and culture, the author of over
two dozen books, most notably The Arabs in History, The Emergence of Modern Turkey, The Political
Language of Islam, and The Muslim Discovery of Europe. Eminent French historian Robert Mantran has
written of Lewis's work: "How could one resist being attracted to the books of an author who opens for you
the doors of an unknown or misunderstood universe, who leads you within to its innermost domains:
religion, ways of thinking, conceptions of power, culture--an author who upsets notions too often fixed,
fallacious, or partisan."
In Islam and the West, Bernard Lewis brings together in one volume eleven essays that indeed open doors to
the innermost domains of Islam. Lewis ranges far and wide in these essays. He includes long pieces, such as
his capsule history of the interaction--in war and peace, in commerce and culture--between Europe and its
Islamic neighbors, and shorter ones, such as his deft study of the Arabic word watan and what its linguistic
history reveals about the introduction of the idea of patriotism from the West. Lewis offers a revealing look
at Edward Gibbon's portrait of Muhammad in Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (unlike previous
writers, Gibbon saw the rise of Islam not as something separate and isolated, nor as a regrettable aberration
from the onward march of the church, but simply as a part of human history); he offers a devastating critique
of Edward Said's controversial book, Orientalism; and he gives an account of the impediments to translating
from classic Arabic to other languages (the old dictionaries, for one, are packed with scribal errors,
misreadings, false analogies, and etymological deductions that pay little attention to the evolution of the
language). And he concludes with an astute commentary on the Islamic world today, examining revivalism,
fundamentalism, the role of the Shi'a, and the larger question of religious co-existence between Muslims,
Christians, and Jews.
A matchless guide to the background of Middle East conflicts today, Islam and the West presents the
seasoned reflections of an eminent authority on one of the most intriguing and little understood regions in the
world.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

This Islam and the West are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Islam and the West can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Islam and the West forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Aaron Blue:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Islam and the West your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Islam and the
West giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Enola Hudson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Islam and the West or others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them
to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Islam and the
West to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Islam and the West we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person
must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book Islam and the West. You can more desirable than now.
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