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An exploration of philosophical and religious ideas about humor in modern philosophy and their secular
implications.

By exploring the works of both Anthony Ashley Cooper, Third Earl of Shaftesbury, and Søren Kierkegaard,
Lydia B. Amir finds a rich tapestry of ideas about the comic, the tragic, humor, and related concepts such as
irony, ridicule, and wit. Amir focuses chiefly on these two thinkers, but she also includes Johann Georg
Hamann, an influence of Kierkegaard’s who was himself influenced by Shaftesbury. All three thinkers were
devout Christians but were intensely critical of the organized Christianity of their milieux, and humor played
an important role in their responses. The author examines the epistemological, ethical, and religious roles of
humor in their philosophies and proposes a secular philosophy of humor in which humor helps attain the
philosophic ideals of self-knowledge, truth, rationality, virtue, and wisdom.

“Lydia Amir’s latest book will put in good spirits applied philosophers (both those who instruct as well as
those who counsel) by showing them how humor can provide them with a useful and multiform toolbox in
their professional lives … The applied philosophers reading Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy
will be ready to remind their students and/or consultants that laughter is food for thought, so humor must be
taken very seriously.” — International Journal of Applied Philosophy

“…readers are rewarded with a well-rounded account of the importance of humor to all philosophical walks
of life … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Lydia Amir is Senior Lecturer of Philosophy in the School of Media Studies at the College of Management
Academic Studies in Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy:
Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important any book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy:
Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jennifer Games:

The book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard
to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Henry Taylor:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann,
Kierkegaard book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Humor and the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury,
Hamann, Kierkegaard content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Humor and
the Good Life in Modern Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Robert Tanaka:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is



very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Humor and the Good Life in Modern
Philosophy: Shaftesbury, Hamann, Kierkegaard.
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