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Between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, women's role in the Swedish economy was renegotiated
and reconceptualized. Maria Agren chronicles changes in married women's property rights, revealing the
story of Swedish women's property as not just a simple narrative of the erosion of legal rights, but a more
complex tale of unintended consequences.

A public sphere of influence--including the wife's family and the local community--held sway over spousal
property rights throughout most of the seventeenth century, Agren argues. Around 1700, a campaign to
codify spousal property rights as an arcanum domesticum, or domestic secret, aimed to increase efficiency in
legal decision making. New regulatory changes indeed reduced familial interference, but they also made
families less likely to give land to women.

The advent of the print medium ushered property issues back into the public sphere, this time on a national
scale, Agren explains. Mass politicization increased sympathy for women, and public debate popularized
more progressive ideas about the economic contributions of women to marriage, leading to mid-nineteenth-
century legal reforms that were more favorable to women. Agren's work enhances our understanding of how
societies have conceived of women's contributions to the fundamental institutions of marriage and the
family, using as an example a country with far-reaching influence during and after the Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Wagner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857
(Studies in Legal History). Try to make book Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857
(Studies in Legal History) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Reynolds:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Domestic
Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

James Sweeney:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal History)
this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Jose Said:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Domestic Secrets: Women and Property in Sweden, 1600-1857 (Studies in Legal



History) when you essential it?
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