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A vivid and engaging exploration of California's debt to the ancient world

Discussing the influence of the classics on America is nothing new; indeed, classical antiquity could be
considered second only to Christianity as a force in modeling America's national identity. What has never
been explored until now is how, from the beginning, Californians in particular chose to visually and
culturally craft their new world using the rhetoric of classical antiquity.

Through a lively exploration of material culture, literature, and architecture, American Arcadia offers a tour
through California's development as a Mediterranean haven from the late nineteenth century to the present.
In its earliest days, California was touted as the last opportunity for alienated Yankees to establish the refined
gentleman-farmer culture envisioned by Jefferson and build new cities free of the filth and corruption of
those they left back East. Through architecture and landscape design Californians fashioned an Arcadian
setting evocative of ancient Greece and Rome.Later, as Arcadia gave way to urban sprawl, entire city plans
were drafted to conjure classical antiquity, self-styled villas dotted the hills, and utopian communities began
to shape the state's social atmosphere.

Art historian Peter J. Holliday traces the classical influence primarily through the evidence of material
culture, yet the book emphasizes the stories and people, famous and forgotten, behind the works, such as
Florence Yoch, the renowned landscape designer and set designer for Gone with the Wind, and "Sister
Aimee" Semple McPherson, the most publicized Christian evangelist of her day, whose sermons filled the
Pantheon-like Angelus Temple. Telling stories from the creation of the famed aqueducts that turned the
semi-arid landscape to a cornucopia of almonds, alfalfa, and oranges to the birth of the body-sculpting
movement, American Arcadia offers readers a new way of seeing our past and ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition.

Gary Sandler:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking American Arcadia: California and the
Classical Tradition is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jason Faria:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Shawn Calvin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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