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What was a merchant seaman’s life like in the past, what experiences would he have had, what were the
ships like that he sailed in, and what risks did he run? Was he shipwrecked, rewarded for bravery, or
punished? And how can you find out about an ancestor who was a member of the long British maritime
tradition? Simon Wills’ concise and informative historical guide takes the reader and researcher through the
fascinating story of Britain’s merchant service, and he shows you how to trace individual men and women
and gain an insight into their lives.

In a series of short, information-packed chapters, he explains the expansion of Britain’s global maritime
trade and the fleets of merchant ships that sustained it in peace and war. He describes the lives, duties and
tribulations of the generations of crews who sailed in these ships, whether as ordinary seamen or as officers,
stewards, engineers and a myriad of other roles. In addition, he identifies the websites you can explore, the
archives, records and books you can read, and the places you can visit in order to gain an understanding of
what your seagoing ancestor did and the world he knew.

Simon Wills’ practical handbook will be essential reading and reference for anyone who is keen to discover
for themselves the secrets of our maritime past and of the crewmembers and ships that were part of it.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors
(Family History) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors (Family
History) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Tracing
Your Merchant Navy Ancestors (Family History). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Linda Caron:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors (Family History) why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Ariane Swanson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors (Family History) this guide consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Dennis Haney:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors
(Family History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and go through it. Beside that the book Tracing Your Merchant Navy Ancestors (Family History) can



to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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