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The twentieth century has seen an extraordinacy blossoming of enthusiasm for country houses, and, while on
the one hand it has been a period of destruction and dispersal, it has also been a period of restoration,
decoration and preservation as well as new building. In recent years the country house has had an influence
on taste and fashion in decoration in both Great Britain and North America. This book concentrates on the
rise of interior decoration as it is now understood. From the early twentieth-century enthusiasm for the
interiors of medieval and Tudor houses such as Lytes Cary, Westwood and Cothay, followed by the
rediscovery of eighteenth-century houses such as Kelmarsh, Ditchley and Buxted and of the Regency style in
the 1920s and 1930s; it continues the story through the depress¬ed condition of country houses in 1945 to
the recovery of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, illustrated by, among other houses, Ramsbury, Haseley and
Leixlip. It is a book about people as well as places and it explores the connection between the concern of
individuals for their houses and the development of the National Trust's involvement with country houses
since the mid-1930s. The principal figure in the book is John Fowler, the interior decorator, who died in
1977. Through his work in the thirty years after 1945 and his unconventional partnership with Mrs
Lancaster, herself a considerable influence on taste in houses on both sides of the Atlantic, he had a
remarkable influence on the look of country houses, on their decoration and their restoration, and in the last
ten years of his life he made an important contribution to the houses of the National Trust, particularly
through what he did at Shugborough, Sudbury and Clandon. Since his death his style has continued to
influence decoration.
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From reader reviews:

Lena Stubbs:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Inspiration of the Past: Country House Taste in the Twentieth
Century why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Brooke Lambeth:

Beside this kind of The Inspiration of the Past: Country House Taste in the Twentieth Century in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Inspiration of the Past: Country House Taste in the Twentieth
Century because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Terry McConnell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication The Inspiration of the Past: Country House Taste in the
Twentieth Century was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book you wanted.

Robin Bone:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Inspiration of the Past: Country House Taste in the Twentieth Century when you needed it?
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