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Each year in the Highland Guatemala town of Santiago Momostenango, Maya religious societies, dance
teams, and cofradías perform the annual cycle of rituals and festivals prescribed by Costumbre (syncretized
Maya Christian religion), which serves to renew the cosmic order. In this richly detailed ethnography,
Garrett Cook explores how these festivals of Jesucristo and the saints derive from and reenact three major
ancient Maya creation myths, thus revealing patterns of continuity between contemporary expressive culture
and the myths, rituals, and iconography of the Classic and Postclassic Maya.

Drawing on fieldwork conducted in the 1970s and renewed in the 1990s, Cook describes the expressive
culture tradition performed in and by the cofradías and their dance teams. He listens as dancers and cofrades
explain the meaning of service and of the major ritual symbols in the cults of the saints and Jesucristo.
Comparing these symbols to iconographic evidence from Palenque and myths from the Popol Vuh, Cook
persuasively argues that the expressive culture of Momostenango enacts major Maya creation myths—the
transformative sunrise, the representation of the year as the life cycle of anthropomorphized nature, and the
erection of an axis mundi.

This research documents specific patterns of continuity and discontinuity in the communal expression of
Maya religious and cosmogonic themes. Along with other recent research, it demonstrates the survival of a
basic Maya pattern—the world-creating vegetative renewal cycle—in the highland Maya cults of the saints
and Jesucristo.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Witt:

This Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town without
we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town can bring once you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town having very good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Thornton:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Phyllis Belser:

This Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Renewing
the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Roy Taylor:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in



addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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