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In the 1990s, influenced by the deconstructionist movement in literary theory and trends toward revisionist
history, a cadre of academics and historians led by William Cronon began raising provocative questions
about ideas of wilderness and the commitments and strategies of the contemporary environmental
movement. While these critiques challenged some cherished and widely held beliefs -- and raised the hackles
of many in the environmental community -- they also stimulated an important and potentially transformative
debate about the conceptual foundations of environmentalism.

Reconstructing Conservation makes a vital contribution to that debate, bringing together 23 leading scholars
and practitioners -- including J. Baird Callicott, Susan Flader, Richard Judd, Curt Meine, Bryan Norton, and
Paul B. Thompson -- to examine the classical conservation tradition and its value to contemporary
environmentalism. Focusing not just on the tensions that have marked the deconstructivist debate over
wilderness and environmentalism, the book represents a larger and ultimately more constructive and hopeful
discussion over the proper course of future conservation scholarship and action.

Essays provide a fresh look at conservation icons such as George Perkins Marsh and Aldo Leopold, as well
as the contributions of lesser-known figures including Lewis Mumford, Benton MacKaye, and Scott
Nearing. Represented are a wealth of diverse perspectives, addressing such topics as wilderness and
protected areas, cultural landscapes, rural/agrarian landscapes, urban/built environments, and multiple points
on the geographic map. Contributors offer enthusiastic endorsements of pluralism in conservation values and
goals along with cautionary tales about the dangers of fragmentation and atomism. The final chapter brings
together the major insights, arguments, and proposals contained in the individual contributions, synthesizing
them into a dozen broad-ranging principles designed to guide the study and practice of conservation.

Reconstructing Conservation assesses the meaning and relevance of our conservation inheritance in the 21st
century, and represents a conceptually integrated vision for reconsidering conservation thought and practice
to meet the needs and circumstances of a new, post-deconstructivist era.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

This Reconstructing Conservation: Finding Common Ground book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Reconstructing Conservation: Finding Common Ground without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Reconstructing
Conservation: Finding Common Ground can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Reconstructing Conservation: Finding Common Ground having good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Barbara Simon:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Reconstructing Conservation: Finding
Common Ground is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Reconstructing Conservation: Finding Common Ground will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Donald Goodman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Reconstructing Conservation: Finding
Common Ground which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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