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Terry McDonell has top-edited some of the most influential publications in American journalism. His new
book pulls back the curtain on his four-decade career as an editor, journalist, and media entrepreneur, with
stops at more than a dozen magazines: from the launch of Outside through tenures at Rolling Stone,
Newsweek, Esquire, Sports Illustrated, and, most recently, cofounding the literary website LitHub.

McDonell lays out the realities between editors and writers with deadlines ticking, or with drinks on the bar.
His stories about the journalists, writers, and media personalities he has known can be both heartbreaking
and bitingly funny—playing “acid golf” with Hunter S. Thompson, practicing brinksmanship with David
Carr and Steve Jobs, working the European fashion scene with Liz Tilberis, pitching TV pilots with Richard
Price.

Here, too, is an insider’s practical advice on how to recruit—and keep—high-profile talent; how to craft a
compelling lede; how to grow online traffic that translates into dollars; and how, in whatever format, on
whatever platform, a good editor really works. Taking us from the raucous days of New Journalism to
today’s digital landscape, McDonell argues that the demand for storytelling from trustworthy news sources
keeps getting stronger.

A celebration of the pressures, obsessions, and satisfactions of a writing and editing life.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers.

Stanley Wells:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Effie Peoples:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Accidental
Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Ruth Paiz:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers when
you desired it?
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