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A dynamic account of the history, practice, and theory of poetry as performance.

Distant Reading considers poetry as performance, offers new insights into its popularity, and proposes a new
history of its origins. It also explores related issues concerning the reception of poetry, the impact of the
computer on how we read poetry, the persistence of the letter "I" in poems by avant-garde poets, the
strangeness of the line-break as a demand on the reader's attention, and the idea of the reader as consumer.
These themes are connected by a historically contextualized and theoretically sophisticated discussion of
contemporary American and British poets continuing to work in the modernist tradition.

The introductory essay establishes a new methodology that transforms close reading into what Middleton
calls "distant reading," interpretive reading that acknowledges the distances that texts travel from their point
of composition to readers in other geographical and historical locations. It indicates that poetic innovation is
often driven by a desire on the part of the poet to make this distance do cultural work in the meanings that
the poem generates.

Ultimately, Distant Reading treats poetry as a cultural practice that is always situated within specific sites of
performance—recited on stage, displayed in magazines, laid out on a page, scrolled on the computer
screen—rather than as a transcendent cloud of meaning tethered only to its words.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and Consumption
in Contemporary Poetry (Modern & Contemporary Poetics).

Kurt Haney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Distant Reading: Performance, Readership,
and Consumption in Contemporary Poetry (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) as the daily resource
information.

Christy McCurry:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and Consumption in Contemporary
Poetry (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Price:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in



your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Distant Reading: Performance, Readership, and
Consumption in Contemporary Poetry (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can make you experience more
interested to read.
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