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In the 1960s, increasing numbers of African American students entered predominantly White colleges and
universities in the northern and western United States. Too Much to Ask focuses on the women of this
pioneering generation, examining their educational strategies and experiences and exploring how social
class, family upbringing, and expectations--their own and others'--prepared them to achieve in an often
hostile setting.

Drawing on extensive questionnaires and in-depth interviews with Black women graduates, sociologist
Elizabeth Higginbotham sketches the patterns that connected and divided the women who integrated
American higher education before the era of affirmative action. Although they shared educational goals, for
example, family resources to help achieve those goals varied widely according to their social class. Across
class lines, however, both the middle- and working-class women Higginbotham studied noted the importance
of personal initiative and perseverance in helping them to combat the institutionalized racism of elite
institutions and to succeed.

Highlighting the actions Black women took to secure their own futures as well as the challenges they faced
in achieving their goals, Too Much to Ask provides a new perspective for understanding the complexity of
racial interactions in the post-civil rights era.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

The event that you get from Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and
American Culture) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Too Much to Ask:
Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American Culture) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and
American Culture) instantly.

Mary Perez:

Precisely why? Because this Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and
American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

David Rutherford:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of
Integration (Gender and American Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American
Culture).

James Sirois:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender
and American Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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