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The legendary 1951 scroll draft of On the Road, published word for word as Kerouac originally
composed it

Though Jack Kerouac began thinking about the novel that was to become On the Road as early as 1947, it
was not until three weeks in April 1951, in an apartment on West Twentieth Street in Manhattan, that he
wrote the first full draft that was satisfactory to him. Typed out as one long, single-spaced paragraph on eight
long sheets of tracing paper that he later taped together to form a 120 foot scroll, this document is among the
most significant, celebrated, and provocative artifacts in contemporary American literary history. It
represents the first full expression of Kerouac’s revolutionary aesthetic, the identifiable point at which his
thematic vision and narrative voice came together in a sustained burst of creative energy. It was also part of a
wider vital experimentation in the American literary, musical, and visual arts in the post-World War II
period.

It was not until more than six years later, and several new drafts, that Viking published, in 1957, the novel
known to us today. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of On the Road, Viking will publish the 1951
scroll in a standard book format. The differences between the two versions are principally ones of significant
detail and altered emphasis. The scroll is slightly longer and has a heightened linguistic virtuosity and a more
sexually frenetic tone. It also uses the real names of Kerouac’s friends instead of the fictional names he later
invented for them. The transcription of the scroll was done by Howard Cunnell who, along with Joshua
Kupetz, George Mouratidis, and Penny Vlagopoulos, provides a critical introduction that explains the
fascinating compositional and publication history of On the Road and anchors the text in its historical,
political, and social context.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this On the Road: The Original Scroll:
(Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) to read.

Christian Robbins:

The ability that you get from On the Road: The Original Scroll: (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) is a more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but On the Road: The Original Scroll: (Penguin Classics
Deluxe Edition) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of On
the Road: The Original Scroll: (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) instantly.

Carolyn Cook:

Typically the book On the Road: The Original Scroll: (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Dorothy Saunders:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and On the Road: The Original Scroll:
(Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes On the Road: The Original Scroll: (Penguin Classics
Deluxe Edition) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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