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Japanese cities are amongst the most intriguing and confounding anywhere. Their structures, patterns of
building and broader visual characteristics defy conventional urban design theories, and the book explores
why this is so.  Like its cities, Japan’s written language is recognized as one of the most complicated, and the
book is unique in revealing how the two are closely related. Set perceptively against a sweep of ideas drawn
from history, geography, science, cultural and design theory, Learning from the Japanese City is a highly
original exploration of contemporary urbanism that crosses disciplines, scales, time and space.

This is a thoroughly revised and much extended version of a book that drew extensive praise in its first
edition. Most parts have stood the test of time and remain. A few are replaced or removed; about a hundred
figures appear for the first time. Most important is an entirely new (sixth) section. This brings together many
of the urban characteristics, otherwise encountered in fragments through the book, in one walkable district of
what is arguably Japan’s most convenient metropolis, Nagoya.

The interplay between culture, built form and cities remains at the heart of this highly readable book, while a
change in subtitle to Looking East in Urban Design reflects increased emphasis on real places and design
implications.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Learning from the Japanese City: Looking East in Urban Design (Planning, History and Environment Series)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Learning from the Japanese City: Looking East in Urban
Design (Planning, History and Environment Series) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Betty Adkins:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Learning from the Japanese City: Looking East in
Urban Design (Planning, History and Environment Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Elaine Harvey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Learning from the Japanese City: Looking East in Urban Design (Planning,
History and Environment Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book you wanted.

Mary Varnum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Learning from the Japanese City: Looking
East in Urban Design (Planning, History and Environment Series).
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