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Since Morris Panych’s classic black comedy Vigil premiered in 1996, it has been produced throughout North
America, the United Kingdom, and Europe, including a 2009 Off-Broadway production, which opened to
rave reviews, a run as Auntie & Me in London and, in 2011, shows at the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles
and the American Conservatory Theater in San Francisco, where Panych directed Academy Award–winner
Olympia Dukakis opposite Marco Barricelli in the lead role.

This updated edition incorporates changes to scenes and dialogue that have been part of the play’s evolution
over the past fifteen years, as well as a new playwright’s note.

Vigil is about a man returning – after thirty years – to sit with a female relative on her deathbed. Kemp, the
protagonist, is an extremely self-centered and shallow person who uses acid wit and seemingly callous
indifference to cover up the profound discomfort he experiences upon finding himself part of a deathwatch.
Kemp’s problem is: she’s not dying fast enough. Through Kemp’s own errors and inattentiveness, the visit
that he thinks will take a day or two stretches into a year, and he finds himself caring for his long-forgotten
aunt Grace against his will. Gallows humor and Kemp’s diatribes on humanity and mortality fuel this
delightfully dark narrative, but it is Grace’s economical contributions to the dialogue (she’s a woman of few
words) that give this play its weight and profundity. A play of mistaken identity, twisted circumstance and
surprising turns, it is deliciously absurd, incredibly funny and poignantly tender. This is one Vigil worth
keeping.

Cast of 1 woman and 1 man.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Vigil, you can
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a guide.

Teresa Propst:

The reason why? Because this Vigil is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jose Banks:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Vigil. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.

Cara Shaver:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Vigil to make your reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Vigil can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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