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In September 1879, James McNeill Whistler boarded the Venice-bound night train in Paris. He was forty-
five years old and bankrupt. What was to be a three-month stay in the Italian city—long enough to complete
a set of twelve etchings—stretched to fourteen months. When Whistler returned to London, he brought back
over fifty magnificent etchings and a hundred pastels, far in excess of the original commission. In Palaces in
the Night, Margaret F. MacDonald looks at this key period in Whistler's career, examining his unique vision
of Venice and his development of the medium of etching. She shows how he reestablished himself in the art
world of London and Paris, turning disaster and disgrace into profit and prestige. Lavishly illustrated with
some of the most beautiful and intriguing images Whistler ever produced, this book provides a fascinating
account of a pivotal period in the artist's long and complicated career.

Whistler's aim was to restore both his fortune and reputation with the Venetian etchings. To that end he
included views of familiar sights like the Riva degli Schiavoni and San Marco, but he also captured quiet
backwaters, secret gardens, and lantern-lit windows that did not appear in any guidebook. His selection of
views and compositions, plus the expressiveness of his line and printing, differentiated his work from that of
others, and MacDonald shows the process by which Whistler selected, shaped, and edited his Venetian
corpus. He drew figures in distinctively Italian costume, each an individual, moving, gesturing, and
interacting with other real people.

An appendix of Whistler's letters from Venice provides an entertaining account of his time there and also
deepens the reader's understanding of how the city challenged and inspired him.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice.

Shannon Lynch:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Palaces in the Night: Whistler in
Venice book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Lionel Gutierrez:

This Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice can be on the list of great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Palaces in the Night:
Whistler in Venice forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Nicole Montes:

The reserve with title Palaces in the Night: Whistler in Venice contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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