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While the study of race relations in the United States continues to inspire and influence European thinking,
Europeans have yet to confront their own history. To be black in Europe—whether during the sixteenth
century or today—means sharing one crucial experience: being part of a small, but visible minority.

European slave-owners, company directors, and investors in the distant past maintained an ocean-wide gap
between themselves and the enslaved in the plantation colonies of the Caribbean. In the following centuries,
this distance persisted. Even today, to be black in Europe often means to be one of a few black persons in a
group. A racial pattern of exclusion has characterized European policy for more than four centuries.

Dienke Hondius identifies ideas and attitudes toward "blackness," the concept of race as visible difference,
developed in western Europe. She argues that racial discourses are generally dominated by paternalism—a
concept usually used to explain power structures that is often applied to the nineteenth century. Hondius
identifies five patterns of paternalism that influenced Europe much earlier and iniated trends of imagery and
perception.

Taking a chronological and thematic approach, Hondius first focuses on southern European societies in the
Early Modern period and moves to northwest European societies in the Modern period. Addressing religion,
law, and science, she concludes with a synthesis of developments from the twentieth century to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Blackness in Western
Europe: Racial Patterns of Paternalism and Exclusion is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

John Honeycutt:

Blackness in Western Europe: Racial Patterns of Paternalism and Exclusion can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Blackness in Western Europe: Racial Patterns of Paternalism and Exclusion but doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jean Cunningham:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Blackness in Western
Europe: Racial Patterns of Paternalism and Exclusion which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Blackness in Western
Europe: Racial Patterns of Paternalism and Exclusion.
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