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Many Guatemalans speak of Mayan indigenous organizing as "a finger in the wound." Diane Nelson
explores the implications of this painfully graphic metaphor in her far-reaching study of the civil war and its
aftermath. Why use a body metaphor? What body is wounded, and how does it react to apparent further
torture? If this is the condition of the body politic, how do human bodies relate to it—those literally wounded
in thirty-five years of war and those locked in the equivocal embrace of sexual conquest, domestic labor,
mestizaje, and social change movements?

Supported by three and a half years of fieldwork since 1985, Nelson addresses these questions—along with
the jokes, ambivalences, and structures of desire that surround them—in both concrete and theoretical terms.
She explores the relations among Mayan cultural rights activists, ladino (nonindigenous) Guatemalans, the
state as a site of struggle, and transnational forces including Nobel Peace Prizes, UN Conventions, neo-
liberal economics, global TV, and gringo anthropologists. Along with indigenous claims and their effect on
current attempts at reconstituting civilian authority after decades of military rule, Nelson investigates the
notion of Quincentennial Guatemala, which has given focus to the overarching question of Mayan—and
Guatemalan—identity. Her work draws from political economy, cultural studies, and psychoanalysis, and
has special relevance to ongoing discussions of power, hegemony, and the production of subject positions, as
well as gender issues and histories of violence as they relate to postcolonial nation-state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Within other case, little persons like to read book A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial
Guatemala. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Pamela Steele:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual A Finger in the
Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Debbie Jackson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Susan Larabee:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala we can get more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book A Finger in the Wound:
Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala. You can more inviting than now.
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