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The matriarch of one of the most important families in Texas history, Petra Vela Kenedy has remained a
shadowy presence in the annals of South Texas. In this biography of Petra Vela Kenedy, the authors not only
tell her story but also relate the history of South Texas through a woman’s perspective. Utilizing previously
unpublished letters, journals, photographs, and other primary materials, the authors reveal the intimate stories
of the families who for years dominated governments, land acquisition, commerce, and border politics along
the Rio Grande and across the Wild Horse Desert.

From Petra’s early life in the landed ranchero society of northern Mexico, through her alliance with Luis
Vidal—an officer in the Mexican army to whom she bore eight children—until her move to Brownsville
after Vidal’s death, Petra lived in Mexico. When she moved to Texas, having taken Vidal’s name, she
represented a link to the landed families of the region. Mifflin Kenedy, a steamboat captain who had first
come to Texas during the Mexican War, married into her world, acquiring local respectability and stature
when he took Petra as his wife.

The story of their life together encompasses war, the taming of a frontier, the blending of cultures, the origin
of a ranching empire, and the establishment of a foundation and trust that still endure today, giving millions
to Texas through charitable gifts. An attractive woman of business acumen, strong religious convictions, and
intense family loyalty, Petra Vela Kenedy’s influence through her husband and her children left a legacy
whose exploration is long overdue.
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From reader reviews:

Juana Houck:

The book Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives
on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South
Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) for being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a book Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching
Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Kingsville). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kimberly Hutton:

The knowledge that you get from Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and
Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra
Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Petra's
Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) instantly.

Christopher Small:

The book untitled Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.



Raul Miller:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching
Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Kingsville) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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