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In The Secrets of Alchemy, Lawrence M. Principe, one of the world’s leading authorities on the subject,
brings alchemy out of the shadows and restores it to its important place in human history and culture. By
surveying what alchemy was and how it began, developed, and overlapped with a range of ideas and
pursuits, Principe illuminates the practice. He vividly depicts the place of alchemy during its heyday in early
modern Europe, and then explores how alchemy has fit into wider views of the cosmos and humanity,
touching on its enduring place in literature, fine art, theater, and religion as well as its recent acceptance as a
serious subject of study for historians of science. In addition, he introduces the reader to some of the most
fascinating alchemists, such as Zosimos and Basil Valentine, whose lives dot alchemy’s long reign from the
third century and to the present day. Through his exploration of alchemists and their times, Principe pieces
together closely guarded clues from obscure and fragmented texts to reveal alchemy’s secrets, and—most
exciting for budding alchemists—uses them to recreate many of the most famous recipes in his lab, including
those for the “glass of antimony” and “philosophers’ tree.” This unique approach brings the reader closer to
the actual work of alchemy than any other book.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
The Secrets of Alchemy (Synthesis)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Toby Terry:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Secrets of Alchemy
(Synthesis) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edward Foland:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Secrets of Alchemy (Synthesis) as your daily resource
information.

Richard Ma:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Secrets of Alchemy (Synthesis) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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