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The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 examines the most momentous years in papal history.
Popes Benedict XV (1914-1922), Pius XI (1922-1939), and Pius XII (1939-1958) faced the challenges of
two world wars and the Cold War, and threats posed by totalitarian dictatorships like Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism, and Communism in Russia and China. The wars imposed enormous strains
upon the unity of Catholics and the hostility of the totalitarian regimes to Catholicism lead to the Church
facing persecution and martyrdom on a scale similar to that experienced under the Roman Empire and
following the French Revolution.

At the same time, these were years of growth, development, and success for the papacy. Benedict healed the
wounds left by the 'modernist' witch hunt of his predecessor and re-established the papacy as an influence in
international affairs through his peace diplomacy during the First World War. Pius XI resolved the 'Roman
Question' with Italy and put papal finances on a sounder footing. He also helped reconcile the Catholic
Church and science by establishing the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and took the first steps to move the
Church away from entrenched anti-Semitism. Pius XI continued his predecessor's policy of the
'indigenisation' of the missionary churches in preparation for de-colonisation. Pius XII fully embraced the
media and other means of publicity, and with his infallible promulgation of the Assumption in 1950, he took
papal absolutism and centralism to such heights that he has been called the 'last real pope'. Ironically, he also
prepared the way for the Second Vatican Council.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

The book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make studying a book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian
Church) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Jose Batey:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the
Christian Church) to read.

Diane Sanchez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Papacy in
the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) when



you needed it?
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