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In this best-selling expose of national policy gone wrong, America's foremost historian of education, Diane
Ravitch, renounces her support for reform policies implemented over the past decade that she says are
wrecking America's cherished tradition of public education. Strategies like accountability schemes based on
questionable standardized tests, merit pay for teachers based on gains on the same unreliable tests, vouchers,
and charter schools have been oversold as solutions for our educational problems. Policymakers pushing a
market model of reform and charter schools are on the wrong track, ignoring classroom realities. The more
they push these policies, Ravitch says, the more they will harm our nation's school system and undermine the
quality of education.

The bipartisan No Child Left Behind program ("NCLB") implemented with a heavy political hand
nationwide, has failed to improve education. It has turned our schools into testing factories to train children
how to take standardized tests instead of giving them the knowledge and skills that are necessary
components of a good education. The federal "sanctions" and "remedies" now mandated nationwide have
unfairly stigmatized thousands of schools, putting them at risk of being closed and privatized.

The "miracles" touted by districts under the new policies vanish on close examination. Test scores in many
states and districts are inflated by statistical game-playing and lowered standards. The over-emphasis on
testing has all but eliminated the essential elements of a solid education, including history, civics, science,
the arts, geography, literature, physical education, health education, and foreign languages. Privatization and
deregulation has led predictably to some good and some bad but, on average, charters do not get better
results than regular public schools-just new federal subsidies. Teacher evaluation by student test scores is a
deeply flawed approach to hiring and job tenure that is driving good teachers out of public education.

The future of public education is at stake. A democratic society needs a healthy, vibrant public education
system with good public schools in every neighborhood. On our current course, the schools will be
privatized, deregulated, and turned over to entrepreneurs. Based on a careful review of the evidence, Ravitch
says that this course of action is unlikely to improve American education.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

The book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How
Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a reserve The Death and Life of the Great American School System:
How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Gary Lafountain:

This The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Death and Life of the Great
American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Death and
Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How
Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Pamela Cole:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing
and Choice Are Undermining Education.

April Brooks:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Death and Life of the Great American School
System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education was bright colored and of course has pictures



on there. As we know that book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and
Choice Are Undermining Education has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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