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Red Bird, Red Power tells the story of one of the most influential—and controversial—American Indian
activists of the twentieth century. Zitkala-Ša (1876–1938), also known as Gertrude Simmons Bonnin, was a
highly gifted writer, editor, and musician who dedicated her life to achieving justice for Native peoples.
Here, Tadeusz Lewandowski offers the first full-scale biography of the woman whose passionate
commitment to improving the lives of her people propelled her to the forefront of Progressive-era reform
movements.

Lewandowski draws on a vast array of sources, including previously unpublished letters and diaries, to
recount Zitkala-Ša’s unique life journey. Her story begins on the Dakota plains, where she was born to a
Yankton Sioux mother and a white father. Zitkala-Ša, whose name translates as “Red Bird” in English, left
home at age eight to attend a Quaker boarding school, eventually working as a teacher at Carlisle Indian
Industrial School. By her early twenties, she was the toast of East Coast literary society. Her short stories for
the Atlantic Monthly (1900) are, to this day, the focus of scholarly analysis and debate. In collaboration with
William F. Hanson, she wrote the libretto and songs for the innovative Sun Dance Opera (1913).

And yet, as Lewandowski demonstrates, Zitkala-Ša’s successes could not fill the void of her lost cultural
heritage, nor dampen her fury toward the Euro-American establishment that had robbed her people of their
land. In 1926, she founded the National Council of American Indians with the aim of redressing American
Indian grievances.

Zitkala-Ša’s complex identity has made her an intriguing—if elusive—subject for scholars. In
Lewandowski’s sensitive interpretation, she emerges as a multifaceted human being whose work entailed
constant negotiation. In the end, Lewandowski argues, Zitkala-Ša’s achievements distinguish her as a
forerunner of the Red Power movement and an important agent of change.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

The book Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical
Studies Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and
Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) to get your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Red Bird, Red Power: The
Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Tom Burkhardt:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature
and Critical Studies Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Rod Doughty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can you
decide to try be your object. One of them is Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša
(American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series).

Keith Karam:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and



Critical Studies Series) when you needed it?
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