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This book is an exploration of the syntax of external arguments in transitivity alternations from a cross-
linguistic perspective. It focuses particularly on the causative/anticausative alternation, which the authors
take to be a Voice alternation, and the formation of adjectival participles. The authors use data principally
from English, German, and Greek to demonstrate that the presence of anticausative morphology does not
have any truth-conditional effects, but that marked anticausatives involve more structure than their unmarked
counterparts. This morphology is therefore argued to be associated with a semantically inert Voice head that
the authors call 'expletive Voice'. The authors also propose that passive formation is not identical across
languages, and that the distinction between target vs. result state participles is crucial in understanding the
contribution of Voice in adjectival passives.

The book provides the tools required to investigate the morphosyntactic structure of verbs and participles,
and to identify the properties of verbal alternations across languages. It will be of interest to theoretical
linguists from graduate level upwards, particularly those specializing in morphosyntax and typology.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford
Studies in Theoretical Linguistics).

John Dearman:

The book External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in
Theoretical Linguistics) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The
book External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical
Linguistics) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Thomas Murray:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A
Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical Linguistics) why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Sophia Hardee:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford
Studies in Theoretical Linguistics) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.
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