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After visiting Russia in 1921, the journalist Lincoln Steffens famously declared, "I have seen the future, and
it works." Steffens referred to the social experiment of technological utopianism he found in the Soviet
Union, where subway cars and farm tractors would carry the worker and peasant -- figuratively and literally -
- into the twentieth century. Believing that socialism and technology together created a brave new world,
Boleslaw Bierut of Poland and Kim Il Sung of North Korea -- and other leaders -- joined Russia's Vladimir
Lenin and Leon Trotsky in embracing big technology with a verve and conviction that rivaled the western
world's.

Paul R. Josephson here explores these utopian visions of technology -- and their unanticipated human and
environmental costs. He examines the role of technology in communist plans and policies and the interplay
between ideology and technological development. He shows that while technology was a symbol of regime
legitimacy and an engine of progress, the changes it spurred were not unequivocally positive. Instead of
achieving a worker's paradise, socialist technologies exposed the proletariat to dangerous machinery and
deadly pollution; rather than freeing women from exploitation in family and labor, they paradoxically created
for them the dual -- and exhausting -- burdens of mother and worker. The future did not work.

The fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of communism's self-proclaimed glorious quest to
"reach and surpass" the West. Josephson's intriguing study of how technology both helped and hindered this
effort asks new and important questions about the crucial issues inextricably linked with the development
and diffusion of technology in any sociopolitical system.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917--1989. Try to the actual book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism
under Socialism, 1917--1989 as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Michael Moore:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?:
Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Edward Torres:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917--1989 book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological
Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you still
thinking Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Diana Pearson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but novel and Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917--1989 or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or



students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism,
1917--1989 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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