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IN the night of the 24th of August, 410, Alaric, King of the Western Goths, entered Rome with his army, by
the Salarian Gate — outside of which Hannibal had encamped long ago—and took the Imperial City. Eleven
hundred and sixty-four years had passed since its legendary foundation under Romulus; four hundred and
forty-one since the battle of Actium, which made Augustus Lord in deed, if not in name, of the Roman
world. When the Gothic trump sounded at midnight, it announced that ancient history had come to an end,
and that our modern time was born. St. Jerome, who in his cell at Bethlehem saw the Capitol given over to
fire and flame, was justified from an historical point of view when he wrote to the noble virgin Demetrias,
“Thy city, once the head of the universe, is the sepulchre of the Roman people.” Even in that age of immense
and growing confusion, the nations held their breath when these tidings broke upon them. Adherents of the
classic religion who still survived felt in them a judgment of the gods; they charged on Christians the long
sequel of calamities which had come down upon the once invincible Empire. Christians retorted that its fall
was the chastisement of idolatry. And their supreme philosopher, the African Father St. Augustine, wrote his
monumental work, “Of the City of God,” by way of proving that there was a Divine kingdom which heathen
Rome could persecute in the martyrs, but the final triumph of which it could never prevent. This magnificent
conception, wrought out in a vein of prophecy, and with an eloquence which has not lost its power, furnished
to succeeding times an Apocalypse no less than a justification of the Gospel. Instead of heathen Rome, it set
up an ideal Christendom. But the center, the meeting-place, of old and new, was the City on the Seven Hills.
 
To the Roman Empire succeeded the Papal Monarchy. The Pope called himself Pontifex Maximus; and if
this hieratic name—the oldest in Europe —signifies “the priest that offered sacrifice on the Sublician
bridge,” it denotes, in a curious symbolic fashion, what the Papacy was destined to achieve, as well as the
inward strength on which it relied, during the thousand years that stretch between the invasion of the
Barbarians and the Renaissance. When we speak of the Middle Ages we mean this second, spiritual and
Christian Rome, in conflict with the Northern tribes and then their teacher; the mother of civilization, the
source to Western peoples of religion, law, and order, of learning, art, and civic institutions. It became to
them what Delphi had been to the Greeks, and especially to the Dorians, an oracle which decided the issues
of peace and war, which held them in a common brotherhood, and which never ceased to be a rallying point
amid their fiercest dissensions. Thus it gave to the multitude of tribes which wandered or settled down within
the boundaries of the West, from Lithuania to Ireland, from Illyria to Portugal, and from Sicily to the North
Cape, a brain, a conscience, and an imagination, which at length transformed them into the Christendom that
Augustine had foreseen…
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

This book untitled The Papal Monarchy - From Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jerry Bates:

The Papal Monarchy - From Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Papal
Monarchy - From Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Larry Murray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Papal Monarchy - From
Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The
Papal Monarchy - From Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Francisco Garcia:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Papal Monarchy - From Gregory the Great to Boniface
VIII was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Papal Monarchy - From
Gregory the Great to Boniface VIII has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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