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The incarcerated in America's cultural imagination.

The Cultural Prison brings a new dimension to the study of prisoners and punishment by focusing on how
the punishment of American offenders is represented and shaped in the mass media through public
arguments. The study is based on an analysis of 642 articles collected by the author from American popular
journals and magazines, as well as newspaper accounts, films, and public speeches, spanning the years 1950
to 1992. By piecing together and studying these popular narratives, he divides the history of prisoners and
punishment into four eras, each marked by a shift in value system. He argues that the discourse, or rhetoric,
surrounding prisoners and punishment on the public level works as a historical force that shapes
contemporary culture.

The author is concerned that the public seems to have an inability or unwillingness to question or resist
cultural definitions of normalcy and legal behavior. He explains that ideally moral behavior should be a
matter of public debate rather than of unquestioned perpetuation, and he urges increased understanding of
institutional and cultural discipline and our questioning the ways in which the constitution of punishment and
prisoners influences us culturally.

The"cultural prison" refers to the way in which this study acts as an investigation of "the discipline of
discipline"; it is an examination of the way in which discipline is shaped and formed in public discourse. The
volume concludes with a fascinating account of the move to electronic means of surveillance; coupled with
the representations of the prisoner along the lines of race and gender, it explains what these new techniques
mean to contemporary culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The
Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

James Shipp:

The book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make examining a book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric &
Communicati) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Chris Wolf:

The book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati)? Some
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and
Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Edwin Bernal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Cultural Prison: Discourse,
Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) e-book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still question The Cultural Prison: Discourse, Prisoners, and Punishment (Studies Rhetoric &



Communicati) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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