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?Neon signs illuminate modernity’s ambivalence. For some observers, they stand for crass commercialism;
for others, they light the way to the vibrant heart of popular culture. Energized by this tension, Flickering
Light explores neon’s technological and intellectual history, from the discovery of the noble gas in a late
nineteenth-century London laboratory to its flickering career in the art spaces of our time.
This wide-ranging book discusses neon’s relevance for the cultural critic Theodor W. Adorno and the British
rock band The Verve, for the novelist Vladimir Nabokov and the artist Tracey Emin, for the poet Langston
Hughes and the singers of American country and western ballads. It shows how glowing advertisements,
carefully sculpted by gifted craftsmen, brought elegance to western metropolises between the wars. It
investigates how neon transformed a sleepy desert town called Las Vegas in the 1950s and ’60s. It
demonstrates how writers, artists, and musicians, on the move in European, American, and Asian neon cities,
turned the blinking lights and letters into powerful metaphors of our time.
And yet there is a melancholy tone to neon’s story, a note of failure. It was only a few decades after their
invention that the fragile inventions were seen as dated and as characteristic of the most run-down and
problematic neighborhoods of the modern city. Passing from neon spectacles to neon jungles, this book thus
tells the story of a glowing tube’s decline – halted only by its most passionate admirers.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Flickering Light: A History of
Neon will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Christine Mata:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Flickering Light: A
History of Neon suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Flickering Light: A History of Neonis one of several books this everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jack Bemis:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Flickering Light: A History of Neon can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Melissa Cox:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Flickering Light: A History of Neon can make you experience more
interested to read.
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