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Educational reforms and standards have been a topic of public debate for decades, with the latest go-round
being the State Common Core Curriculum Standards. But time and again those reforms have failed, and each
set of standards, no matter how new and different, has had little impact on improving student achievement.
Why? The textbooks. Textbooks sell based on design and superficial features, not because they are based on
the latest research on how children learn and how well they promote student achievement. In Tyranny of the
Textbook, Beverlee Jobrack, retired from educational publishing, sheds light on why this happens. She gives
an engaging and fascinating look behind-the-scenes of how K-12 textbooks are developed, written, adopted,
and sold. And, perhaps most importantly, she clearly spells out how the system can change so that reforms
and standards have a shot at finally being effective.

Did you know?
Reform efforts have focused on writing and rewriting standards and tests, but these rarely have any effect●

on the core curriculum that is published.
School districts and states don't use effectiveness as a criterion for evaluating and purchasing textbooks.●

Publishers don't offer textbooks with better content or the latest teaching methods because teachers don't●

want textbooks that require them to change their practices.
Teachers report that they don't rely on a textbook in their class, but research shows that they do.●

Three companies publish 75 percent of the K-12 educational materials.●

Those three companies are producing similar programs with the same instructional strategies, none of●

which require teachers to change their practices significantly.
Publishers write textbooks for California and Texas. All of the other markets have to make do with books●

only superficially adjusted for their states.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Tyranny of the Textbook: An
Insider Exposes How Educational Materials Undermine Reforms. All type of book are you able to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Carrie Correll:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Tyranny of the Textbook: An Insider Exposes How Educational
Materials Undermine Reforms as the daily resource information.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Tyranny of the Textbook: An Insider Exposes
How Educational Materials Undermine Reforms, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Diane Sanchez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Tyranny of the Textbook: An Insider Exposes How
Educational Materials Undermine Reforms can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this
one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Tyranny
of the Textbook: An Insider Exposes How Educational Materials Undermine Reforms.
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