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When Paris was a small island in the middle of the Seine, its gentle climate, natural vineyards and
overhanging fig trees made it the favorite retreat of Roman emperors and de facto capital of western Europe.
Over two millennia the muddy Lutetia, as the Romans called Paris, pushed its borders far beyond the Right
and Left Banks and continued to stretch into the imagination and affection of visitors and locals. Now the
spirit of Paris is captured by the celebrated historian Alistair Horne, who has devoted twenty-five years to a
labor of love.

Seven Ages of Paris begins with the reign of the forceful Philippe Auguste, who greatly expanded the
Capetian kingdom before devoting himself to fortifying the city and to the construction of the Louvre. Paris
shed blood in the Hundred Years War and in the religious wars between Catholics and Huguenots and
prospered under Henri IV’s reconciliation. His grandson, Louis XIV, built the famed palace at Versailles and
patronized the playwrights Molière and Racine. With the ancien régime swept away by the Revolution,
Napoleon ushered in the Imperial age, and, subsequently, the Second Empire. Partly to dampen Paris’s
revolutionary zeal, Baron Haussmann modernized the city: avenues were widened, squares expanded and the
medieval market at Les Halles razed.

Horne portrays the Prussians bivouacking on the Champs-Elysées in 1871. Paris bounced back after the war:
the 1900 World Exposition showed off an electrified Champs-Elysées and the Métro station entrances in the
Art Nouveau style. Most visibly, the Eiffel Tower went up in 1889 to mark the hundredth anniversary of the
Revolution.

The hubris of the Belle Epoque led straight into the Great War. The Armistice and the Paris Peace
Conference sealed a phoney peace, and when war resumed the city suffered four terrible years of occupation
and was visited by Hitler himself. Liberation brought the last of Horne’s seven ages, the Fifth Republic,
headed by de Gaulle.
Seven Ages of Paris also recalls the women who defined Parisian life—from Héloïse down to Josephine
Baker. With an elegiac description of the Père Lachaise Cemetery, Horne brings to an end a brilliantly
written history of the world’s most captivating city.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Ashworth:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact
just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Seven Ages of Paris to read.

Robert Hawkins:

This book untitled Seven Ages of Paris to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this guide from your list.

Regina Schubert:

Often the book Seven Ages of Paris has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Dolores Albert:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Seven Ages of Paris was colourful and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Seven Ages of Paris has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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