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At the beginning of the 20th century, Progressive reformers set up curricula in journalism, public relations,
and creative writing to fulfill their own purposes: well-trained rhetors could convince the United States
citizenry to accept Progressive thinking on monopolies and unions and to elect reform candidates. Although
Progressive politicians and educators envisioned these courses and majors as forwarding their own goals,
they could not control the intentions of the graduates thus trained or the employers who hired them. The
period's vast panorama of rhetoric, including Theodore Roosevelt's publicity stunts, muckraker exposés, ad
campaigns for patent medicines, and the selling of World War I, revealed the new national power of
propaganda and the media, especially when wielded by college-trained experts imbued with the Progressive
tradition of serving a cause and ensuring social betterment.

In this unique volume, Adams' chronicles the creation of this advanced curriculum in speaking and writing
during the Progressive era and examines the impact of that curriculum on public discourse. Unlike other
studies of writing instruction, which have concentrated on freshman curriculum or on a specific genre, this
book provides a historical and cultural analysis of the advanced composition curriculum and of its impact on
public persuasion. Adams surveys American instruction at state and private schools across the country, with
special attention given to the influential Progressive universities of the Midwest. She draws on a wide variety
of primary data sources including college catalogs, course assignments, departmental minutes, speeches, and
journals, and includes an extensive bibliography of research sources concerning advanced composition
instruction and American rhetoric before World War II. As a resource offering remarkable historical insights
on the history of writing instruction in America, this volume is of great interest to scholars and students in
rhetoric, communication, and technical writing.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Branch:

The book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a book Progressive Politics and the Training of
America's Persuaders. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Theodore Huff:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Progressive Politics and the Training of
America's Persuaders publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Lisa Yates:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders will give you new experience in reading a
book.

Eliza Gold:

This Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Progressive
Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even



dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for
your better life along with knowledge.
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