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Standing at the very foundation of monotheism, and so of Western culture, Moses is a figure not of history,
but of memory. As such, he is the quintessential subject for the innovative historiography Jan Assmann both
defines and practices in this work, the study of historical memory--a study, in this case, of the ways in which
factual and fictional events and characters are stored in religious beliefs and transformed in their
philosophical justification, literary reinterpretation, philological restitution (or falsification), and
psychoanalytic demystification.

To account for the complexities of the foundational event through which monotheism was established, Moses
the Egyptian goes back to the short-lived monotheistic revolution of the Egyptian king Akhenaten (1360-
1340 B.C.E.). Assmann traces the monotheism of Moses to this source, then shows how his followers denied
the Egyptians any part in the origin of their beliefs and condemned them as polytheistic idolaters. Thus
began the cycle in which every "counter-religion," by establishing itself as truth, denounced all others as
false. Assmann reconstructs this cycle as a pattern of historical abuse, and tracks its permutations from
ancient sources, including the Bible, through Renaissance debates over the basis of religion to Sigmund
Freud's Moses and Monotheism. One of the great Egyptologists of our time, and an exceptional scholar of
history and literature, Assmann is uniquely equipped for this undertaking--an exemplary case study of the
vicissitudes of historical memory that is also a compelling lesson in the fluidity of cultural identity and
beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

The book untitled Moses the Egyptian (Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Moses the Egyptian (Memory of Egypt in Western
Monotheism) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Karla Walker:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Moses the Egyptian (Memory
of Egypt in Western Monotheism) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Randy Anderson:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Moses the Egyptian (Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
Moses the Egyptian (Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism). You can more pleasing than now.

Lisa Haight:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Moses the Egyptian (Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism) when you required it?
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