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This pioneering work examines prostitution in Shanghai from the late nineteenth century to the present.
Drawn mostly from the daughters and wives of the working poor and declassé elites, prostitutes in Shanghai
were near the bottom of class and gender hierarchies. Yet they were central figures in Shanghai urban life,
entering the historical record whenever others wanted to appreciate, castigate, count, regulate, cure,
pathologize, warn about, rescue, eliminate, or deploy them as a symbol in a larger social panorama.

Over the past century, prostitution has been understood in many ways: as a source of urbanized pleasures, a
profession full of unscrupulous and greedy schemers, a changing site of work for women, a source of moral
danger and physical disease, a marker of national decay, and a sign of modernity. For the Communist
leadership of the 1950s, the elimination of prostitution symbolized China's emergence as a strong, healthy,
and modern nation. In the past decade, as prostitution once again has become a recognized feature of Chinese
society, it has been incorporated into a larger public discussion about what kind of modernity China should
seek and what kind of sex and gender arrangements should characterize that modernity.

Prostitutes, like every other non-elite group, did not record their own lives. How can sources generated by
intense public argument about the "larger" meanings of prostitution be read for clues to those lives?
Hershatter makes use of a broad range of materials: guidebooks to the pleasure quarters, collections of
anecdotes about high-class courtesans, tabloid gossip columns, municipal regulations prohibiting street
soliciting, police interrogations of streetwalkers and those accused of trafficking in women, newspaper
reports on court cases involving both courtesans and streetwalkers, polemics by Chinese and foreign
reformers, learned articles by Chinese scholars commenting on the world history of prostitution and
analyzing its local causes, surveys by doctors and social workers on sexually transmitted disease in various
Shanghai populations, relief agency records, fictionalized accounts of the scams and sufferings of prostitutes,
memoirs by former courtesan house patrons, and interviews with former officials and reformers.

Although a courtesan may never set pen to paper, we can infer a great deal about her strategizing and
working of the system through the vast cautionary literature that tells her customers how not to be defrauded
by her. Newspaper accounts of the arrests and brief court testimonies of Shanghai streetwalkers let us
glimpse the way that prostitutes positioned themselves to get the most they could from the legal system.
Without recourse to direct speech, Hershatter argues, these women have nevertheless left an audible trace.
Central to this study is the investigation of how things are known and later remembered, and how, later still,
they are simultaneously apprehended and reinvented by the historian.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual
Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century Shanghai (Philip E.Lilienthal Books)
is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Linda Manuel:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century
Shanghai (Philip E.Lilienthal Books) as your daily resource information.

Homer Simon:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in
Twentieth-Century Shanghai (Philip E.Lilienthal Books) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Cathie Moss:

Why? Because this Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century Shanghai (Philip
E.Lilienthal Books) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I



will go to the book store hurriedly.
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