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Since the late 18th century, when it emerged as a source of heating and, later, steam power, coal has brought
untold benefits to mankind. Even today, coal generates almost 45 percent of the world's power. Our modern
technological society would be inconceivable without coal and the energy it provides. Unfortunately, that
society will not survive unless we wean ourselves off coal. The largest single source of greenhouse gases,
coal is responsible for 43 percent of the world's carbon emissions. Richard Martin, author of SuperFuel,
argues that to limit catastrophic climate change, we must find a way to power our world with less polluting
energy sources, and we must do it in the next couple of decades—or else it is "game over." It won't be easy:
as coal plants shut down across the United States, and much of Europe turns to natural gas, coal use is
growing in the booming economies of Asia— particularly China and India. Even in Germany, where nuclear
power stations are being phased out in the wake of the Fukushima accident, coal use is growing. Led by the
Sierra Club and its ambitious "Beyond Coal" campaign, environmentalists hope to drastically reduce our
dependence on coal in the next decade. But doing so will require an unprecedented contraction of an
established, lucrative, and politically influential worldwide industry. Big Coal will not go gently. And its
decline will dramatically change lives everywhere—from Appalachian coal miners and coal company
executives to activists in China's nascent environmental movement.

Based on a series of journeys into the heart of coal land, from Wyoming to West Virginia to China's remote
Shanxi Province, hundreds of interviews with people involved in, or affected by, the effort to shrink the
industry, and deep research into the science, technology, and economics of the coal industry, Coal Wars
chronicles the dramatic stories behind coal's big shutdown—and the industry's desperate attempts to remain a
global behemoth. A tour de force of literary journalism, Coal Wars will be a milestone in the climate change
battle.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the
Planet. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the Planet. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Kathleen Edwards:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the Planet as your
daily resource information.

Phillip Herzog:

The book Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the Planet will bring one to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the Planet
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Maurice Lamothe:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Coal Wars: The Future of Energy and the Fate of the Planet.
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