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Alcibiades is one of the most famous (or infamous) characters of Classical Greece. A young Athenian
aristocrat, he came to prominence during the Peloponnesian War (429-404 BC) between Sparta and Athens.
Flamboyant, charismatic (and wealthy), this close associate of Socrates persuaded the Athenians to attempt
to stand up to the Spartans on land as part of an alliance he was instrumental in bringing together. Although
this led to defeat at the Battle of Mantinea in 418 BC, his prestige remained high. He was also a prime mover
in Athens' next big strategic gambit, the Sicilian Expedition of 415 BC, for which he was elected as one of
the leaders. Shortly after arrival in Sicily, however, he was recalled to face charges of sacrilege allegedly
committed during his pre-expedition reveling. Jumping ship on the return journey, he defected to the
Spartans.

Alcibiades soon ingratiated himself with the Spartans, encouraging them to aid the Sicilians (ultimately
resulting in the utter destruction of the Athenian expedition) and to keep year-round pressure on the
Athenians. He then seems to have overstepped the bounds of hospitality by sleeping with the Spartan queen
and was soon on the run again. He then played a devious and dangerous game of shifting loyalties between
Sparta, Athens and Persia. He had a hand in engineering the overthrow of democracy at Athens in favor of an
oligarchy, which allowed him to return from exile, though he then opposed the increasingly-extreme
excesses of that regime. For a time he looked to have restored Athens' fortunes in the war, but went into exile
again after being held responsible for the defeat of one of his subordinates in a naval battle. This time he took
refuge with the Persians, but as they were now allied to the Spartans, the cuckolded King Agis of Sparta was
able to arrange his assassination by Persian agents.

There has been no full length biography of this colorful and important character for twenty years. Professor
Rhodes brings the authority of an internationally recognized expert in the field, ensuring that this will be a
truly significant addition to the literature on Classical Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Alcibiades book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Alcibiades content conveys the thought
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Alcibiades is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Luis Martin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Alcibiades why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Davis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you personally is Alcibiades this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Joseph Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Alcibiades can make you sense more interested to read.
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