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Learn how the seclusion of women can be used as a feminist defense against exploitation—and as an
empowering force

Internationally acclaimed author Ann Chamberlin’s book, A History of Women’s Seclusion in the Middle
East: The Veil in the Looking Glass is a critical interdisciplinary examination of the practice of seclusion of
women throughout the Middle East from its beginnings. This challenging exploration discusses the reasons
that seclusion may not be as oppressive as is presently generally accepted, and, in fact, may be an
empowering force for women in both the West and East. Readers are taken on a controversial, belief-bending
journey deep into the surprising origins and diverse aspects of female seclusion to find solid evidence of its
surprising use as a defense against monolithic cultural exploitation.

The author uses her extensive knowledge of Middle Eastern culture, language, and even archeology to
provide a convincing assertion challenging the Western view that seclusion was and is a result of women’s
oppression. A History of Women’s Seclusion in the Middle East goes beyond standard feminist rhetoric to
put forth shocking notions on the real reasons behind women’s seclusion and how it has been used to
counteract cultural exploitation. The book reviews written evidence, domestic and sacred architecture,
evolution, biology, the clan, the environment for seclusion, trade, capital and land, slavery, honor, and
various other aspects in a powerful feminist argument that seclusion is actually a valuable empowering force
of protection from the influence of today’s society. The text includes thirty black and white figures with
useful descriptions to illustrate and enhance reader understanding of concepts.

A History of Women’s Seclusion in the Middle East discusses at length:

prehistoric evidence of seclusion●

the sense of honor in the Middle East●

a balanced look at the Islamic religion●

the true nature of the harem●

the reasons for the oppression by the Taliban●

the positive aspects of ’veiling’●

seclusion as a defense against capitalist exploitation●

and other challenging perspectives!●

A History of Women’s Seclusion in the Middle East is thought-provoking, insightful reading for all
interested in women’s history, feminism, and the history and culture of the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

The book A History of Women's Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking Glass (Innovations
in Feminist Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book A History of Women's Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking
Glass (Innovations in Feminist Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A
History of Women's Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking Glass (Innovations in Feminist
Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carlos Reese:

The book A History of Women's Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking Glass (Innovations
in Feminist Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Theodore Mullis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The A History of Women's Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking Glass
(Innovations in Feminist Studies) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Effie Steger:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A History of Women's
Seclusion in the Middle East: The Veil in the Looking Glass (Innovations in Feminist Studies) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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