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"We do not take a trip; a trip takes us," John Steinbeck noted in his 1962 classic, Travels with Charley. In the
summer of 2008, Bill Barich stumbled upon a used copy of Travels in Ireland,
where he has lived for the past eight years, and it inspired him to
explore the mood of the United States as Steinbeck had done almost a
half century before. With a hotly contested election looming, and in the
shadow of an economic meltdown, Barich set off on a 5,943-mile
cross-country drive from New York to his old hometown in San Francisco
via Route 50, a road twisting through the American heartland.

Long Way Home is
the stunning result of his pilgrimage, an illuminating and perceptive
portrait of America at a dramatic point in its history. Where Steinbeck
returned from the road depressed about the country's soul, Barich-while
not uncritical of the narrow-mindedness and incivility of our present
culture-finds brightness among the dark and rekindles his belief in the
long view, as exemplified by the unbridled optimism of some high school
kids in Hutchinson, Kansas, and by the undaunted spirit of an
eighty-year-old barber he chanced upon in Jefferson City, Missouri. "The
world truly does renew itself while we're looking the other way," he
observes.

From the Eastern Shore of Maryland to the spectacular
landscape of Moab, Utah, to Steinbeck's own Salinas Valley, filled with
memorable encounters and redolent with history and local color, Long Way Home
is a truthful, inspiring account of the country at a social and
political crossroad. "The highway snakes into a tunnel," Barich writes
about a stretch of Route 50 in West Virginia, "then erupts into the
light with the force of revelation."
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Long Way
Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

John Jacquez:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America provide you with a new experience
in reading through a book.

Angela Souther:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Michael Clements:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Long Way Home: On the Trail of Steinbeck's America when you necessary it?
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