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Leveling the Playing Field tells the story of the African American members of the 1969–70 Syracuse
University football team who petitioned for racial equality on their team. The petition had four demands:
access to the same academic tutoring made available to their white teammates; better medical care for all
team members; starting assignments based on merit rather than race; and a discernible effort to racially
integrate the coaching staff, which had been all white since 1898.

The players’ charges of racial disparity were fiercely contested by many of the white players on the team,
and the debate spilled into the newspapers and drew protests from around the country. Mistakenly called the
"Syracuse 8" by media reports in the 1970s, the nine players who signed the petition did not receive a
response allowing or even acknowledging their demands. They boycotted the spring 1970 practice, and
Coach Ben Schwartzwalder, a deeply beloved figure on campus and a Hall of Fame football coach nearing
retirement, banned seven of the players from the team. As tensions escalated, white players staged a day-long
walkout in support of the coaching staff, and an enhanced police presence was required at home games.

Extensive interviews with each player offer a firsthand account of their decision to stand their ground while
knowing it would jeopardize their professional football career. They discuss with candor the ways in which
the boycott profoundly changed the course of their lives. In Leveling the Playing Field, Marc chronicles this
contentious moment in Syracuse University’s history and tells the story through the eyes of the players who
demanded change for themselves and for those who would follow them.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Leveling the
Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Jane Cuellar:

This Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) without we know teach the one
who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Leveling the Playing
Field (Sports and Entertainment) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Leveling the Playing Field
(Sports and Entertainment) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Josephine McIntire:

This Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and
Entertainment) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.

Chris Walker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and
Entertainment) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science



book, any other book likes Leveling the Playing Field (Sports and Entertainment) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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